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ADVERTISING NOTICES AND SUNDRY 
OTHER MATTERS, 


A. B. J. at hand Oct 5th, B. K. M., Oct. 12th, 
and World not at all. 

Catnip is coming into favor. 
tisements of seed. 

Mr. A. H. Peake, Seville, Medina, Co. O., of- 
fers maple punk put up in packages at 12c each 
by mail post paid. 

NESBIT can raise bees cheaper than any 
body else, but we fear his stock won't hold 
out long at $8.00 each. 

The National Agriculturist and Bee Journal 
has dropped the latter part of its title and is 
quite a pretty family paper for the price. See 
clubbing list. 

WE are pleased to learn that our old friend 
Alley, who has done so much toward dissemi- 
nating the Italians has now turned his atten- 
tion to hive making. See advertisement. 


Philip’s Southern Farmer is a live Monthly, 
devoted to Southern Agriculture and kindred 
topics. Our friends Murray and Adair are 
special contributors to its Apicultural depart- 
ment. Terms $2.00. Memphis, Tenn. 


TuHosE interested in planting any kind of 
Forest Trees should send for Mr. Battle’s neat 
pamphlet and price list. He has long been be- 
fore our people, and we believe is perfectly 
reliable. See advertisement. 

C. O. PERRINE has, so far as we know, made 
a satisfactory settlement of all old debts. Con- 
siderable credit is certainly due him for his 
early efforts in creating a ready market for 
honey in large quantities. 

“DoLLAR Queen” orders are all filled, or the 
money returned, with one exception, the wri- 
ter of this requesting money to be kept over 
until next season, so that he would come first. 
If any thing has been overlooked on our part 
don’t be backward in speaking out (on a “pos- 
tal.”) 

CANDIDATES for the Humbug and Swindle 
Dep’t should bear in mind when writing us, 
that we usually have a number of their own 
letters to their customers in our possession. 
If they would do so, it would often prevent the 
ridiculous inconsistencies to be seen when 
their letters are compared. 

Wit those dealing in Apiarian Supplies 
please send in their catalogues and price lists. 
We shal! in our next, endeavor to give a list 
of all reliable persons who deal in supplies for 
the Apiary, of any description whatever. 
Those of our advertising patrons will receive 
a more extended notice. 

Mr. J. L. Green of our own County, who 
advertises trees in this No., we take pleasure 
in recommending to our friends. His many 
year’s experience with trees enables him to 
send these safely even to the extreme Southern 
states or California. Basswood trees, of which 
he makes a specialty, he informs us are prefer- 
ably planted in the fall in sandy soils, but for 
clay, he would recommend spring planting. 

ALL seem to agree that Italians should be 
three banded, but we fear some do not know 





See adver- 





just how the three bands should lie, and have 
consequently complained of bees that were | 
well marked. The first band is located so 


close to where the body joins the part to which 
the wings are attached that it is sometimes 
overlooked, and in fact it is sometimes scarcely 
visible unless the bee is full of honey. Th: 
second band is generally plain and well define! 
even in poor hybrids; the third wholly or 
partially disappears where a pure Queen mates 
with a black drone. 

SEVERAL correspondents have sent us their 
Photo's, and the pleasure of seeing some one 
with whom we have long held pleasant con- 
verse is well worth all the expense. Now we 
have a great many friends, (perhaps more, we 
don’t know) and we would like their pictures 
very much. By the way we rather think we 
would like the pictures also of some who are 
not so friendly. Pictures never quarrel, and 
here comes in the point. A hundred Photo's 
taken separately would cost about $25.00 which 
amount we are sorry to say is more than we 
would like to stand, but if they were nicely 
grouped the whole might be photographed for 
$1.00 at farthest. Now if you’ll send us your 
pictures we'll get up a Bee-Keeper’s Medley. 





BASSWOOD TREES 





One foot and under, per hundred...... acai oie du aae $2.0» 
WEOU GHG OD CWO POOR is Sali did es ccccdvtvbbcdetocecss 5.00 
"(ae ao" sawasewe keene wheehoss.cavka eel 8.00 
iC 8" 04 eek vinewia Saeed ken eee elie 15.00 
ee EE SE dbo did avabbslerganeuccadi dade 30.00 


The one foot and under, sent by mail for 75¢ per 
hundred, extra. General nursery stoek, such as Fruits 
and Grape vines of all kinds, Apples and Cherries. 
Evergreens, Osage Orange plants ete., for hedges. 
specialties. Maple trees also at low figures. 
1ltl2p J.L. GREEN, Granger, Medina Co. ©. 





ULIP, Linden, and other honey producing trees. 
Send for catalogue. 
$lp A. BATTLES, Girard, Pa. 
B= Hives and surplus boxes of any style in use, 
or anything used about the Apiary, furnished at 
the lowest prices. H. ALLEY, Wenham, Mass. tfx 














ATNIP Seed, fresh and good, 50c per ounce. 
/ J... WOLFENDEN, Adams, Wal. Co. Wis. 75) 
WENTY colonies Italian Bees at $8.00 
I per colony if taken before 15th of Dec., ‘too cold 
to ship after that). Strong in bees—heavy in honey 
straight combs—*“dollar Queens”—delivered at ship- 
ping office this place. 


1tl2 H. NESBIT, Cynthiana, Harrison Co. Ky. 
Os. Seed for sale at $4.00 per lb. Address 
A. A. RICE, Seville, Medina Co. 0. litt 





You cannot look over the back No’s of GLEANINGS 
or any other Periodical with satisfaction, unless they 
are in some kind ofa Binder. Who has not said— 
perhaps only mentally—“Confound it I must have last 
month’s Journal and it’s no where to be found.” Put 
each No. in the Emerson Binder as soon as it comes 
and you can sit down happy, any time you wish to find 
any thing you may have previously seen even though 
it were months ago. 

Binders for GLEANINGS (will hold them tor four 
years) gilt lettered, free by mail for 50, 60, and 75c, ac- 
cording to quality. For table of prices of Binders for 
any Periodical, see Oct. No. Send in your orders. 

A. Il. ROOT & CO. Medina, 0. 
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HOW 'TO CONDUCT AN APIA 


RY. 





No. 11. 

“fT is with considerable hesitation that we 
_t undertake to advise at all as to what shall 
be done in the Apiary this month. If any col- 
onies are without food now, perhaps the only 
thing that can be done is to unite them until 
they have sufficient. About the 20th, in this 
locality is the proper time to put them in-doors. 
Reports seem to indicate that nothing is very 
well decided in regard to what the frames 
shall be covered with. Some ventilation to 
carry off the moisture seems many times abso- 
lutely necessary, and straw mats perhaps fur- 
nish the proper amount better than anything 
else. Quilts would probably come next if not 
too much covered with propolis, and even then, 
where they are not glued down too closely 
around the edges they often do very well. 
Many also seem to be quite successful in using 
only the old fashioned honey boards. Lest the 
bees might get damp perhaps they had better 
be raised slightly at the back end, say the 
thickness of a 6 penny nail for instance. This 
ventilates between all the combs more effectu- 
ally than openings in the board. The need of 
this ventilation is only during the coldest 
weather. 

Where bees can fly frequently, or after March 
Ist, in our locality, we would have the cover- 
ing over the frames as tight as we could possi- 
bly make it. Leaving an empty space beneath 
the frames seems to give no positive advantage, 
and for wintering the Simplicity hive perhaps 
tis as well to carry in bottom-board and all, 
simply removing te doorstep. To avoid car- 
rying in a lot of dirt sticking to the bottom 
boards ’twill be well to raise the hives up from 
the ground on thin sticks after the flying sea- 
son is about over, and before much wet weath- 
er has setin. If the hives stand permanently 
on a square frame of inch sticks, they will 
always be ready to be lifted without carrying 
rubbish along with them: we would not have 
the hives more than one inch from the ground 
in the working season. 

The following is just at hand: 

I don’t want a “horse and wagon” nor a “penny 
whistle” but help. Ihave 13 stocks of bees in Lang- 
stroth hives, one or two of which are not en and 
I wish to unite them with others. Now what I wish 
of you is to inform me in plain terms how to do it 


safely. The other Gey I was examining a hive, the 
first frame taken out I laid near the hive and when I 


was done, put the frame back in its place, with about 
ahandful of*bees that I took to be robbers, and the 
next morning I found about that number dead on the 
alighting board; and I am afraid if I unite a large 
quantity they would be treated in the same way. 
JOHN OGIEK, Baltimore, Md. Oct. 5th, 1874. 


"NOVEMBER 1, 1874, 


A coctrscet site No. XI. 


After cool weather has set in, simply kill the 
| poorest Queen if you have a choice, and then 
| lift bees comb and all, from one hive into the 
|other. If they are allowed quietly to remain 
/on their own combs, we believe they never 
sting each other. Close up the hive and let 
them “tix it” when they get ready. If you can- 
not manage to get each colony on five combs, 
go to both the day before uniting and remove 
all but five of the most desirable combs, pla- 
cing the combs of one of them in the middle of 
the hive. Next morning while it is vet quite 
cool you will find all the bees on the combs 
and they can be then carried to the other hive, 
losing scarcely a bee. If the weather 
is warm soon after this, some bees will go back ; 
these will cluster on an empty comb if it is 
given them, and can then be taken back at 
night. After a few days cool enough to pre- 
vent flying most of them will remain. Caging 
Queens in cold weather is so risky that we 
would not advise it even though a Queen be 
killed occasionally in uniting. We would not 
advise any one to purchase or attempt to in- 
troduce Queens, in Oct. or Noy. 

Most of our readers are probably aware that 
a strong swarm will stand almost any degree 
of cold for a short time with no apparent harm, 
and that out-door wintering would on some 
accounts be the most desirable, were we sure 
of having a “warm spell” as often as once in 
ten days or two weeks, to allow the bees to 
exercise, and to bring a fresh supply of un- 
sealed honey into the cluster. Bees seem to 


the hive among heavy sealed combs, during 
zero weather. Quinby argues in view of this, 
that unless bees can be housed: in a warm 
place, they had much better be left out, to take 
the chances of occasional sunshine; and also, 
that unless we have as many as 50 in one room 
we cannot expect it to keep above freezing. 
Therefore, a wintering house, if it is to contain 
less than 40 or 50 stocks, must have walls so 
thick and warm that it would be like a cellar, 
almost or quite frost proof if it contained no 
bees; otherwise your repository is in danger 
of being little better than an open shed on 
the north side of a barn, in fact the very worst 
place you can select. Covering hives with 
straw, or corn stalks, just enough to exclude 
the sun is about as objectionable. They are 
partially shielded from the winds ’tis true, but 
does this compensate for the loss of the sun- 
shine ? 

During the past winter a neighbor (A. A. 
Rice, Seville, this Co.) gave his “a fly” fonr or 
five times during the winter, and the whole, 30 








find difficulty in going over to another part of 
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! 
or 40, came through in excellent condition. | 
Two reasons prevent us from recommending | 
this course generally; one is, we seldom have | 
warm days at intervals as we did the past | 
winter, and the other is that so much disturb- 
ance in mid-winter with the chances in favor 
of sudden and unexpected changes, would be 
pretty certain to make mischief among novices, 
to say nothing of the back breaking task of so 
much incessant lugging hives about. 


OUR PRIMARY DEPARTMENT, 


Or First Principles in Bee-Keeping. 








(Designed especially for the veriest novices, and 
those who know nothing of bees whatever. Conduct- 
ed by a fellow Novice of several years experience 
replete with blunders, as well as with occasional 
successes. | 


“PSUALLY the first work in the Apiary 
U commences about April 1st in this locali- 
ty. Ifthe hives have been wintered in cellars, 
or special repositories they are generally put 
on their stands in March or April. The great | 
point in bee-keeping is to have an army of 
workers ready for the blossoms when they 
come out. To enable us understandingly to 
go to work to secure this we shall have to con- 
sider something of the Natural History of the 
bee. As we have before mentioned, the Queen 
lays all the eggs. These eggs are deposited in 
the bottom of the cells to which she attaches 
them by some glutinous matter so that they 
stick in the center of the bottom with consid- 
erable force ; she commences to deposit these 
eggs about the first of Jan., and continues to 
deposit more or less daily for at least the next 
ten months ofthe year. It has of late been 
discovered that only a very small number of 
the eggs ordinarily produce bees, more espec- 
ially those laid in the winter and spring 
months, although we believe every egg is ca- 
pable of producing a perfect bee if it has prop- 
er care from the working bees. Now when we 
take into consideration that the yield of honey 
that may be obtained from a hive directly de- 
pends on furnishing the proper conditions for | 
these eggs to hatch, we see the importance of 
being able to assist nature intelligently. Per- | 
haps the first essential is to give the Queen a | 
brood nest in the center of the hive at a uni- | 
form temperature of from 90 to 100 degrees; | 
in the present stage of our knowledge we know | 
of no other way to secure this with all other | 
requisite conditions than to have a large clus- 
ter of bees surrounding the Queen, and covering | 
the combs. The eggs when kept at the proper 
temperature hatch out a tiny worm or larve, 
in just about three days. It is quite probable 
that aside from temperature the bees have 
some agency in making these eggs hatch, for 
they, from the time the egg is laid seem in- 
cessantly busy “poking” their heads into the 
cells containing the eggs; be this as it may at 
any rate so soon as the larve breaks the shell, 
it is kept profusely supplied with a milky look- 
ing food probably produced in the stomach of 
the attendant or nurse bees. These larve at 
first just visible to the naked eye now grow 
with marvelous rapidity and at the end of 
about 6 days more, they almost entirely fill the 
cell, and are soon capped over forming what 
we call sealed brood. The young bee now 
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receives no further care, but after about 11 
days more—21 days from the egg—it gnaws 
itself out of its cell a perfect bee and ready to 
assist in some of the dutics about the hive in 
perhaps 24 hours after. 

This milky tood administered to the larvee 
has of late become an interesting matter, for 
unless the workers can supply it plentifully, 
the eggs laid by the Queen seem to be removed 
by the workers almost as fast as laid, at least 
they are gone and we find fresh ones in their 
places every day, but no unsealed larve is to 
be seen in the cells until the workers can go 
abroad and gather pollen from the flowers, 
providing they have no supply kept over win- 
ter in the comb. Some instances are mention- 
ed tis true in which a limited amount of brood 
has been reared without pollen; but so many 
circumstances seem to indicate pollen as being 
an absolute necessity for brisk brood rearing 
that we may consider it established we think, 
and proceed at once to consider whether any 
substitute may be profitably furnished in the 
spring, before the blossoms yield a supply. It 
was some time ago decided by analysis that 
the composition of this pollen, or what is bet- 
ter known perhaps to some of our readers as 
“bee bread,” was quite similar to that of the 
unbolted flour from our common grains, Oats 
and Rye particularly, and that bees will carry 
into their hives considerable quantities of this 
in the spring is well known, heavy colonies 
having been reported to have carried in 20 lbs. 
or more each, in aseason. We are happy to say 
that this substitute seems to answer every 
purpose, and the heaviest crop of honey we 
ever had was after having fed them most liber- 
ally with the Rye and Oat meal in the spring. 
To get them to take it tis only necessary to 
place it in some sunny place, as much out of 
the wind as possible, in shallow frames or 
boxes. If they don’t find it readily, get a few 
bees at work on some bits of comb honey, and 
then lay them in the meal. If itis before nat- 
ural pollen has come they will soon abandon 
the honey, and commence a joyous hum over 
the meal; after the soft maples and -alders 
yield pollen they will pay little or no attention 
to the substitute. 

While fruit trees are in bloom, but little can 
be done to aid nature unless it be to puta 
frame of empty comb in the éentre of the brood 
nest to give the Queen more room for eggs, 
this should only be done however when so 
much honey is brought in that she is really in 
need of more empty cells than the workers 
have provided for her. Much mischief has 
been done by beginners, in their zeal to have a 
colony rear brood faster, by spreading tbe 
brood nest so as to expose and chill the larve. 
After fruit blossoms, in most localities there 
is a dearth of honey yielding plants for two or 
three weeks, or until clover begins to yield. 

As we cannot by any means afford to have 
our colonies stop rearing brood we would ad- 
vise feeding through this period. No provis- 
ion need now be made for pollen, as plenty of 
it abounds, and we need only consider liquid 
food. For this purpose sugar syrup is probably 
equally as good as honey; for the method of 
feeding, see Universal Feeder in Sept. No. 

At this season we should feed only so much 
as will be used in brood-rearing and no more. 
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(For Gleanings.) 
REPORT OF CUR APIARY FOR 1874. 


BY G. M. DOOLITTLE. 








Se rE had a very cold and backward spring. 
YW Snow was three inches deep the first of May 

ws, J and uvon examining our hives the 4th of May 
(which was the first day we could do so) we found 
them with no brood and but few egEe. We gave them 
the best of care in our power and by the time apple 
blossoms opened we had them in quite a prosperous 
condition, although yet few in numbers. f gee blos- 
soms furnished an abuudant supply for brood-rearing, 
and some of our strongest stocks made a gain of from 
12 to l6 lbs. We always have a season of scarcity be- 
tween apple and white clover, and by the time white 
clover opened, which was about the ls8th of June, our 
honey in the hives was nearly exhausted. As white 
clover was nearly all killed by freezing weather last 
spring, bees did not get any more than they consumed 
until sumach and whitewood opened, which was July 
Ist, and lasted but four days as it came on wet then 
and continued so until the 16th of July, at which time 
our hives would not average 2 lbs. of honey in the 
hive; a week of rainy weather at thet time would 
have starved the whole, without the aid of the bee- 
keeper. Basswood opened the 16th but bees could do 
nothing on it until the 19th on account of high wind 
and rain. Then came 7 days of tair weather, then 
three of rain and then two more of fair at which time 
basswood was gone, making 9 days of basswood. 
Teasel yielded very sparingly but from buckwheat we 
got 900 lbs. of surplus which was the most we ever 
obtained from that source. 

Thirty seven out of our 50 stocks we worked exclu- 
sively tor box honey and the remainder we devoted to 
improvement of stock and increase. We have at 

resent 100 stocks in fair condition for winter and 
1ave sold 3674 Ibs. box honey or a fraction of a pound 
less thar 100 lbs, te each old stock worked for box 
honey. We sold our white honey, (2774 Ibs.) at 2844 cts. 
per lb. hére, and the dark at 20}. Extracted is worth 
but 12 cts. with us, but as we have none the price will 
not affect us any. 

We should be pleased to hear a report from those 
large hives and prolific Queens down in Kentucky, 
kept by Mr. Adair. 

ow many of the readers of GLEANINGS have been 
troubled with their bees persisting in building drone 
comb? We never saw such a year. Some of our new 
swarms built ten full frames of drone comb before we 
could get eight worker built. We first commenced to 
cut it out but they would build it right back drone, so 
we adopted a new plan; we let them have it and kept 
shoving it out putting empty frames in the center and 
by the time they had 4 or 5 drone combs nearly built 
they would think it was time to build some worker. 
We think a great deal of nice white drone comb for 
boxes, and in order to get it so, we opened each new 
stock every four days and what combs had larve in 
we took out, and left the others in until next time 
round. When they would not build worker any long- 
er we filled out the hive with worker combs from our 
nuclei. Mrs. Tupper and others tell us to make our 
new swarms by taking full frames out of several old 
stocks and putting empty frames in their places 
thereby making a full stock at once. We have found 
ourselves often wondering at such advice as we never 
have been able to get one square inch of worker comb 
built under such circumstances. 

Borodino, N. Y. Oct. 12th, 1874. 


In reading the first half of the above we had 
almost concluded our friend was going to be 
2a candidate for “Blasted Hopes,” but “shades 
of Huber!” we certainly know nothing of bee- 
keeping if it be possible to get 2774 Ibs. of box 
honey from 37 stocks in but little more than 
nine days yield of honey. Again the 13 remain- 
ing were increased to 50; this is not so very 
difficult if the season were fair, but friend D., 
you certainly had a good yield from some 
source for more than the time specified, or else 
you possess some secret method of getting 
honey not yet given us through the Journals. 
We'll have to pay you York State fellows a 
visit and learn something if we are so far be- 
hind. Seventy five lbs. each during the bass- 


wood yield would be over 8 lbs. per day, for 
9 days, bow honey. Saving all the nice white 
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| drone comb for box honey is certainly a very 
| Important item. 


D0 ee 
OUR OWN APIARY. 


yy have to-day, Oct 9th, commenced go- 


ing through the hives for the last time, 
inspecting bees and stores, cutting winter 
passages through such combs as have none, 
etc. We find that our quilts are always kept 
above the frames far enough to allow a bee to 
pass, by little projections of propolis, comb 
ete., so we shall not think it necessary to lay a 
stick across under the quilt. We find some 
sealed brood in the hives but no eggs. They 
are bringing some pollen now ; this will prob- 
ably be kept until spring. 

We are enjoying ourself hugely just now in 
making a Glass House, (we'll have to stop 
“throwing stones” will we not?) it is simply a 
wooden structure 8x13, set in the ground 2', 
feet, and the dirt thus removed is thrown on 
the north roof (which is of boards) and banked 
up at the cast and west ends. The south roof 
and south side are to be all of glass. We pro- 
pose to make this an experimental “hospital” 
for bees that get uneasy in winter, or for very 
weak ones in spring. 

Oct. 15th—We have had two severe frosts, 
and as usual we find a few dead bees bro’t out 
of most of the hives afterward. We presume 
these bees have been caught away from the 
cluster, and in drawing together as the cold 
increases they found themselves separated by 
an entire comb, and being too much chilled to 
go around or over the top, they are frozen. In 
front of one entrance to our Standard hive we 
found the Queen dead among a small handful 
thus brought out. 

Alas, our 70 colonies, are already, only 69. 

Oct. 16th—Another frost, and another Queen 
found in front of the hive. Our subterranean 
Green House is nearly finished. Although the 
day has been only tolerably warm, the ther- 
mometer showed the temperature of the air 
inside to be 115 degrees, about two o'clock, 
and we have not had the glass washed yet 
either. We have been of the opinion that bees 
would thrive even during our hottest summer 
months providing honey was yielding plenti- 
fully but whether they will rejoice at the 
temperature mentioned is more than we can 
say just now, but we assuredly will test the 
matter. 

Oct. 19th—To-day being warm and pleasant 
we have looked up the cause of the loss of the 
two Queens. Our Standard hive contained 
two colonies; it came aboutin this way: P. G. 
some time in June petitioned her choice of a 
nice lot of Queen cells just built, and combs 
of brood sufficient to start a colony in the 
“Standard.” Much was the bantering and jo- 
king in regard to her ability to choose a cell 
that would produce the finest Queen, and when 
it really resulted in a crooked one, while all the 
rest were fine and shapely, of course the crook- 
ed Queen was a standing jest. She became 
fertile and in due time laid eggs, but she made 
so slow progress that a division board was 
inserted, an auger hole made in the back end 
and a new Queen reared. This last proved 
very prolific and so rapidly did she fill the 
combs that her colony in a short time eclipsed 
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BEES AND THINGS “AWAY OVER | 
THE WATER.” 


FROM ONE OF OUR NUMBER IN AUSTRALIA. 








“| ) two packages Queen Registers, and King’s Text 
=“ Wook, all in good shape. I must certainly com- 
mend you for the manner in which you send your 
sxoods out. 

i see you are about to have a Standard frame and 
hive also. I think it about time; now, the “horizon- 
tal”? as you call it, has been in use at my Apiary just 
three years. [have only worked six of them as yet, 
but lam about to have my Apiary composed of hives 
holding 40 frames each, the frames are 18x10, which I 
intend to keep to. Ihave hives at the present time 
working frames of the following sizes: 23x84, 124x 
1343, 18x10, 16x10, and 134x8. The different trames 
have been brought into use just by way of trial, 

And of all the frames I ever did see, 
Eighteen by ten is the frame for me. 

Adair is right in saying that a large hive will pre- 

vent swarming if properly managed. | 


EB) EAR NOVICE:—I ree’d four Nos. GLEANINGS, 





Your Queen Register is a first-class affair, but for | 
this fair land of ours, we should require every month | 
in the year. Ithought I should have had some use 
tor the cards by the time they arrived, but alas! Iam 
doomed to disappointment. [told you about Quinby | 
sending me two colonies of bees, in my first letter, the | 
bees were not ordered in my name, but Novice [ | 
must not forget to tell you that it was my money that | 
paid for them. And what do you think the charges 
were ? ey 13k. 5s. 7d. (about $70.00). Now the only 
thing that I blame myself for is this, I ought to have 
written to Mr. Quinby stating,full particulars. We 
have now a Royal mail from San Francisco which 
makes the run in about 30 days, they wont réfuse to 
take bees now. If Mr. Q. or any other bee-keeper in 
America will try their hand at comegen a colony of 
Italians, and the Queen is only alive when I receive 
them, I promise to forward by the return mail $25.00, 
and if it proves a failure I will pay the usual charge. 
[refer them to my Banker in Queensland, any mem- | 
ber of the Legislature, any Newspaper Editor, or to 
the Governor himself. Money is no object providing 
we can get the. bees safe, and for my part I see no 
difficulty whatever in sending them. I have tried 
trom Neighbor & Sons, London; some bees arrived 
but the Queen was lost shortly after leaving England. 
{ wrote them about it and they expressed their sor- 
row at the failure and said that if Icould devise a 
better plan they would send out another colony. 

it is mid-winter with us, and our bees are gathering 
honey and pollen ata good pace. We have something 
blooming all the year round in this fair and happy 
land. [wish pd old Mr. Langstroth were here, lam 
sure he would live much longer. 

i have sent the Blue Eved baby a photograph of one 
of our Natives. - CARROLL, Mohawk Valley, 
Ennoggera, Queensland, Australia. Via San Fr’isco. 

Who will send friend Carroll the bees and 
thus successfully introduce the first Italians 
in Australia? Quinby, and Neighbor & Sons, 
have failed but with better facilities now, we 
think it can be done. Observe he offers to bear | 
all expenses, and run all risk, whether the bees 
arrive alive or not. Those who are willing to 
try had better drop a letter to him. The let- 
ter must be prepaid 10c. Perhaps Dean can 
send him a Queen dy mail. He has never failed 
yet to our knowledge. The Photo. mentioned | 
will make a rare addition to our “Medley.” 

tc oe A ieee 

HONEY RESOURCES, BEE-KEEPERS 
Erc,, OF THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY. 


BY M. H. TWEED, 
SGYRIEND NOVICE :—The following week after re- 
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~ turning from your place, I started for Virginia, | 

Was away six days and had a very successful and 
jeasant trip. Icalled at the little towns between 
farper’s Ferry and Winchester, and from there I 
‘rove up the beautiful valley of the Shenandoah, was 
on the road with my horse for four days. I found a 
ereat deal of honey in the valley and at reasonable 
prices. I bought some in large caps—beautiful honey 
at what they call a shilling per lb., a Virginia shilling 
is 164 cts., and we are getting considerable at 20 ets. 
there. Ido not think there is so favorable a place for 





| tleman. 


bee-keeping east of California as the Shenandoah 
valley. The principle reason is that the Blue Thistle 
abounds in the whole valley. Then the climate is 
most favorable. The Blue Thistle makes rich white 
honey, is in bloom fully four months of the year, each 
plant has from 25 to 50 blossoms on it. One great ad- 
vantage it has over white clover is that in pastures the 
cattle cut down the white clover while the thistle is 
never molested. A blue field looks handsome though 
itis a great pest to the farmer. [cut asample and 
brought it home as a curiosity and if you have never 
seen one and care to look at the great honey produ- 
cing plant of that valley, drop me a postal card and I 
shall gladly send it to you. There is great room for 
such a man as Novice down there. With the excep- 
tion of about a half dozen, the bee-keepers of that 
valley know very little about bee culture. I saw two 
extractors and they had not been used to any extent. 
One owned by Henry Slagle who understands bee- 
keeping very well, takes two or three Bee Journals 
and makes money out of his bees; he has 100 hives 


| and has this year 4000 lbs. comb honey, he lives in 
| Winchester. 


The other extractor is also owned by a 
Winchester man—Oliver Brown, a very fine old gen- 
He knows all about Novice and had many 
questions to ask about you. With the exception ot 
your Apiary, his is the finest I have ever seen—50 col- 
onies in Langstroth hives. Slagle’s are also in the 
Langstroth hive. In wintering, they in the whole 
valley scarcely ever lose any; in nearly all cases they 
winter outside. I found very few Italians, only such 
men as Brown and Slagle know anything about them. 
The principal hive is the old box hive, where they 
have anything else it is the Langstroth, and ina few 
cases the American. The majority of them call any 
kind of a hive a “bee gum” and many of them calla 


| colony “a bee.” I found an old watch repairer in Front 


Royal who had 60 hives, had been keeping bees for 25 
or 30 years, and had never seen a Bee Journal or 
heard of an extractor. Had-heard of bee veils but 
had never seen one. He took me out to look at his 
hives and when within 20 yards of them, he said we 
had better not go any nearer as the bees were very 
cross. I did not wonder at that man not getting 
much surplus honey. [left him two copies of GLEAN- 
INGS and bought what honey he had, some 500 Ibs. I 
found one of your subscribers, Steed & Son, near Front 
Royal. They have quite a large Apiary and seem to 
be learning something in the way of bee management. 
I was looking at one of their hives which resembled a 
cofin very much in shape and the old man told me 
that Jamie put a *“‘bee” in that in the spring, and now 
he had it nearly full. There seems to be no question 
but that they can with any reasonable care get a tine 
quantity of surplus honey in comb, any season. 1 
was well pleased with my visit and came away sitis- 
fied that the valley of the Shenandoah is the spot for 
successful bee-keeping, and that we can always rely 
on getting a pon 9 quantity of white clover honey for 
our purpose and at reasonable rates. I was astonish- 
ed at the bitter feeling they still hold towards the 
North, it was very interesting to me to talk with a 
bee-keeper who had formerly held his slaves. 

T have made inquiries about mustard seed and can- 
not learn that any of the genuine seed is raised east of 
California (it is raised profitably there in large quan- 
tities), the seed used in this city is all imported trom 
England. There isa kind of mustard raised in the 
Eastern States but it is not of much account. it you 
wish to try it I can get you some genuine English 
seed at any time at 1235 cts. per Ib. 

There is a party in California who has offered best 
strained honey (as clear as water) by the car load to 
cost about 12% to 13 cts. delivered here, we have sent 
for four barrels as a sample. ‘ 

Hiave you ever heard of “Virginia wild honey?” I 
had often heard of it, but never understood the mat- 
ter thoroughly until my recent visit to that state. 1 
had heard it spoken of as having an unpleasant taste, 
and those who knew nothing about bees attributed 
its peculiarity to the fact of its being gathered by 
what are called wild bees. 


On each side of the valley extends a great range of 
mountains, the North mountains on one side and the 


| Blue Ridge on the other, on these mountains a plant 


or small bush grows called Laurel, it is poisonous in 
itself but on it there is a pretty flower which yields 
honey largely; rank and bitter it is, and I was told 
that a liberal dose will always be followed by sickness. 
I know the taste for I got some for breakfast at Shaus- 
burg. Now as no bees are kept that are contined 
entirely to the mountains, there is no Laurel honey 
of any account excepting such as is got from bee trees, 
and it is natural enough to —— that the difference 
is caused by the bees that gather the honey. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. Sept. 26th, 1874. 











{874. GLEANINGS IN 





125 


BEE CULTURE. 





(Continued from page 123.) 

the other although made fully six weeks later, 
and nothing prevented the execution of our 
original intention, viz., killing the “crooked 
Queen,” except that she proved pure, and the | 
other Aybrid. After some discussion they were | 
both to be allowed to winter and further steps 
decided upon in the spring. The Queen found 
at the entrance eras not crooked and the exam- 
ination to-day showed that our division board 
although nicely fitted at the time, had shrunk 
so much that the bees were passing under one 
corner and so we had one large colony instead 
of two with a crooked Queen as their only 
hope. We have before thought we wanted no 
more divided hives, yet division boards can 
be made perfectly safe we suppose, although 
they have ©ost us some fine Queens before. 
The other hive proved to have a young Queen 
inside so that we have lost only one after all. 

The Green House is finished and two colo- 
have been in it for two days. "Tis true they 
will take syrup from the opposite end of the 
room and carry it to their hives, and a part of 
them seem contented and industrious, but by 
tar too large a part will persist in flying 
against the glass bumping about until they 
fall tired and exhausted to the ground. They 
will not as yet touch the meal but have their 
hives pretty well filled with syrup and have 
commenced sealing it up. The very high tem- 
perature in the middle of the day seems to 
anake them very little inconvenience. We im- 
agine ‘tis the young bees that do the work and 
that the old ones accustomed to the fields are 
the ones that blunder about on the windows. 
The walls absorb so much heat during the day | 
which they give out at night, that the air is | 
kept all night at a very comfortable tempera- | 
ture. 

Oct. 20th—Three more colonies have been 
placed in the green house and we are sorry to 
say they don’t do just as we would have them. 
They will cluster on the windows and buzz 
about until a good many fall down on the 
ground. Toward night the greater part of 
them get into Aives and if the glass was only a 
toot or two above the hives very likely the 
humming as they find their hives would call 
all the late bees into some hive, but as for find- 
ing their own, when so many are crowded 
together, it looks quite doubtful. The bees in 
the first two hives ’tis true, seem to be quite at 
home, and flit about gathering stores etc., and 
seemingly never touch the glass. Had they 
all been put in after having been confined some 
days by cold weather, that might have made 
a difference, as it is, we have had a fine spell of 
weather for some days. We have made one 
discovery which is new to us at least. The 
syrup we have been feeding is quite thin. Well 
the two first mentioned*have filled their combs 
so well, that even the eggs one of the 
hives contained are now crowded out. 
This morning laden bees were going out so 
rapidly from one of them, we thought it might 
be they were being robbed. After a little prac- 
tice we were enabled to follow them easily 
on the wing, and made out unmistakably that 
they, after dancing a while in the sunshine, dis- 
charged from their bodies what seems to be 
only pure water, and after this manouver they 
returned immediately to their hive with bod- | 
ies so much reduced in size that they made 








quite a contrast to their comrades who were 
just going out. Many bees are hopping about 
on the ground with distended bodies seemingly 
unable to take wing, and soon die. Does this 
not partially explain dysentery and show why 
it is so essential that diseased bees be allowed 
to fly occasionally? May it not be also that 
this is a part of the natural process of freeing 
the raw honey of its superfluous water? 

Many of the bees on the glass, we notice are 
those with the distended bodies, and perhaps 
the instinct that impels them to get a greatir 
distance from the hive is the cause of their 
death. 

Oct. 21st—We put a curtain of cotton cloth 
over the glass to-day and thus kept an even 
temperature of about 80° ; this does consider- 
ably better. 

Three o'clock P. M—The Queen has actually 
laid one egg in our pet Italian Nucleus in the 
green house. 

Oct. 22nd—That egg is gone. 

Oct. 23rd—Friend Dean has been here. He 
very much doubts our being able to get brood 
reared out of season by any artificial means, 
and fears that confining bees by glass will not 
work at all. Many bees are now deud under 
the glass and our weak nuclei is daily getting 
smaller although they seem to labor with an 
industry perfectly natural. 

We really begin to think our experiment a 
failure. We would build a larger enclosure 
without hesitation if we thought ’twould an- 
swer any better. Dean thinks the farther the 
glass from the hive, the greater would be the 
loss. As a part of the bees seem to be perfect- 
ly at home and carry syrup from any part of 
the room without difficulty we cannot as yet 
agree with him. We now give them full sun- 
shine in the morning until the temperature 
reaches about 80°, and then put down the cur- 
tain the rest of the day, and the mortality 
seems less. 

Oct. 24th—Gathered up all the dead bees this 
morning that we may be enabled to see how 
many now die daily. We found perhaps a quart. 

Ten o’clock—“Oh you little yellow busy bod- 
ies! Outwitted your ‘Poppy,’ didn’t you.” We 
went to let down the curtain and our weak 
nuclei seemed so very industrious that we 
took a further look. The Queen and most of 
the bees had gone over to one side of the hive 
where we had not looked and actually had a 
cluster of eggs nearly as large as ones hand. 
Perhaps her Majesty objected to our counting 
every egg as fast as it was laid. The glass 
house may be a success yet. We gave them 
yesterday some basswood honey for a change. 

Oct. 26th—An interesting point comes in 
here; these bees have no pollen in their combs 
that we can discover. To-day is the third day 
since the eggs were laid, but none have hatch- 
ed into larve. If our former deductions have 
been correct they must work on the meal or 
there can be no larve. 

After dinner—How many of our readers can realize 
the joy we felt at finding —_ one little bee at work on 
the meal when we went home to dinner? Of course 
it went strait to the nucleus when laden. After dinner 
two more were at work and although they each aver- 
aged a load, say, every ten minutes, scarcely a trace of 
it could be found in the cells at 2 o’clock. Are we not 
right in thinking it was quickly taken into the stom- 
achs of the nursing bees to be changed into food for 
larve and that we shall find larve also, to-morrow or 


| day after ? 
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Oct. 27th—Sure enough we have larvxe well supplied 
with its milky food, and are so far along in the work 
of rearing bees entirely in an artificial temperature. 
Oct. Bth—Just before going to press—Four of the tive 
hives have eggs and brood and every thing seems 
thrifty except the number of bees (perhaps 200 daily) 
that fly against the glass and fa!l on the ground with 
distended bodies, and die. We should very much like 
to know how many dead bees were found in Mr. Bid- 
well’s hot beds in the spring. In our next we hope to 
ve able to tell you of perfect young bees reared en- 
tirely on artificial supplies. 


Gleanings in Bee Culture, 
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WE have unfortunately mislaid Seth Hoag- 
land’s circular in regard to the N. A. B. Con- 
vention at Pittsburgh, on the 11th 12th and 
13th, but think that to secure the benefit of the 
half fare rates granted on most of the R. R’s, it 
is necessary to write first to Mr. H. at Mercer, 


Pa. 
6° 

WE have just rec’d the semi-monthly German 
Bienen Zeitung for the year 1874. At present it 
is of just about as much value to us as a 
work on astronomy to Blue Eyes we have 
a “big time” looking at the pictures. If the 
Germans use hives and implements as well 
made as the plates that represent them, per- 
haps their Ameriean cousins can with profit 
learn more than one lesson from them. 
> 6° : 
} ” IND reader, if you are in any way interested in 

\ Bees or Honey, 
we will with pleasure send you a sample copy of our 
Monthly “GLEANINGS IN BEE CULTURE.” Simp- 
ly write your address plainly on a postal card and 
address ~ A. Ll. ROOT’ & CO., Medina, Ohio. 
(Any Periodical giving this one insertion and sending 
us marked copy will receive Gleanings one year.) 
As we are paying considerable money for 
the insertion of above advertisement in various 
papers, of course we shall consider it a favor 
to have you give us the names of bee-keepers 
who you think might wish to take it. Don’t 
send any stamps; simply put their address 
plainly on a postal card. 
WHILE we are much obliged to the Ed. of B. 
K. M. for his pleasant mention of our Litho- 
graph, we can hardly forgive him for not look- 
ing at it closely enough to discover that it 
really is a Hexagonal Apiary, having the 
whole number of hives arranged so that each 
one is the center of six others, at equal distan- 
ces from it and from each other. Had he been 
in the habit of extracting honey each season, 
carrying the combs into the extracting house 
and then back to the hives, he certainly could 
not have failed to note that the nearer the hives 
were located to this room, the less would be 
the labor; and hence would not have made the 








remark that he could “see no reason why an Api- 
ary exactly square, is not quite as good and 
convenient as one hexagonal in shape,” and 
that “bees build their combs hexagonal for 
very good reasons”’——“which, however, 
would be very poor arguments for having an 
Apiary in that shape.” 

If we grant that 6 feet, or any other distance 
for that matter, is as close as hives should be 
placed, can we not get them much nearer on 
the plan mentioned, than if placed in the form 
ofa square? Is not economy of steps as im- 
portant to us, as is economy of wax and labor 
to the bees ? 


rr 190 
“FLYING BEES UNDER GLASS.” 


~ you allude to Mr. Bidwell’s experiments in win- 

tering bees; also make some criticisms in refer- 

ence thereto. Will you please allow me space in 
Nov. GLEANINGS, for an explanation. 

At the spring session of the Michigan Bee-Keeper’s 
Association, held at Kalamazoo, in May last, I was, 
in absence of our Secretary Mr. Frank Benton, elected 
Sec. pro tem, and took charge of all papers presented 
at that meeting. In making out the report of the pro- 
ceedings for B. K. M. (which was condensed as much 
as possible consistent with perspicuity of statement), 
we purposely refrained from making any extended 
remarks in reference to Mr. Bidwell’s paper, inasmuch 
as the pa itself, was to be published. Being re- 
quested by their several authors to return the original 
manuscript to them, we copied the different papers 
and forwarded the same to Mr. King from time to 
time for publication. Owing to ill health, which al- 
most entirely precluded mental labor on our part 
during the summer, we deferred sending a copy of 
Mr. Bidwell’s paper until about the tenth of August, 
for the Sept. No., supposing it seasonable at that time ; 
not even creaming that any one wished to try the “ex- 
periment” of placing bees under glass, with the mer- 
cury indicating 100° in the shade. 

Now about suppressing Mr. Bidwell’s P. O. address. 
Mr. Bidwell is extensively engaged in horticultural 
as well as apistical pursuits, and being corresponding 
Sec. of the South Haven Pomological Society, has very 
little time (and possibly—inclination) for answering 
inquiries relative to bee culture. He has repeatedly 
stated that he intended to write nothing more about 
bees, having had “his say” on that subject. We there- 
fore did not feel at liberty to give his address, and so 
withheld it. But in view of what has been said, we'll 
simply say that he resides only a short distance from 
the writer, and receives his mail at——South Haven, 
Michigan. 

We are well acquainted with Mr. B. and know him 
to be perfectly reliable and trustworthy. Moreover 
we are conversant with his experiments, and feel con- 
fident that the value of this method has not been 
overrated. For the benefit of GLEANING’sS readers, 
we submit the following in reference thereto. 

The “hot-beds” alluded to in Mr. B’s paper, were 
excavations in dry sandy soil (about two feet in depth) 
sloping gently to the south. Boxes made of 1} inch 
plank, and some 15 inches in width, were set over 
these and banked up with earth. Each ‘“*bed” was 
covered by four sash, 3x6 feet, and straw was scattered 
over the bottom of the = to keep the bees from 
ay gg on the earth. The sun was the sole source 
ot heat. 

The bees were all put into a house cellar in Nov., 
but becoming uneasy in Jan., were carried out and 
placed in these *thot-beds’” for a fly. Many of them 
were left there until a “cold snap” in March, when 
they were returned to the cellar, as the “beds” were 
not made sufficiently tight to exclude a great roy oh 
of cold. Mr. B. flew 16 stocks at once in a single bed, 
as set forth in his paper, and encountered no diflicul- 
ty in having all bees return to their respective hives. 
And finally, his bees that flew under glass, all came 
through to May in good condition, and have stored a 
large amount of surplus honey the present season. 

HERBERY A. BURCH, South Haven, Mich. 


FRIEND NOVICE:—Yours of 3rd, at hand. I hada 
temperature as high as 85° to 90° when the bees flew. 
I think the bees all returned to their proper hives 
that returned at all. [had only one tier of hives. 


WP son an NOVICE :—I see in Oct. GLEANINGS that 
J 
2) 











Oh! yes, you could haye seen them go out and fly 
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around and never touch the glass at all, void, and go 
right back. I believe Mr. Bidwell tells the exact truth 
about it. Ithonght I could “glean” a knowledge of 
the fact that, that plan could be made a success, from 
what I saw during my experiment. I think it will 
become practical only when a voiding room is “kind- 
er” attached to the wintering house. A glass over the 
hives is incomparably better than one in frond, as a 
window for instance. 
JAMES HEDDON, Dowagiac, Mich. Oct. 6th, 1874. 
We think enough has been done to make it 
pretty certain that dysentery can be arrested, 
if not entirely cured by this means. Mr. Burch 
has given all needful directions for making the 
pits unless it be that they must be most thor- 
oughly drained; if not naturally then artific- 
ially. The sash 3x6 feet can be purchased in 
Cleveland of B. H. Stair & Co. for $1.25 each 
in quantities, perhaps a little more singly. 
The glass can be purchased of B. L. Fahen- 
stock, who advertises in this No., for $3.50 per 
box of 90 lights, net; a little less for large 
quantities. This is second quality glass but 
we presume it is just as good for this purpose. 
Each sash will require 28 lights and the ex- 
pense of material will therefore be not far from 
$2.50 per sash, or $10.00 for a 6x12 bed such as 
were used by Mr. Bidwell. Will Mr. Burch 
please accept thanks for the information given. 
—__——> 0 <a 
REPORT FROM ADAM GRIMM. 





=~ DITOR GLEANINGS :—Yesterday I shipped the 
a j second car load of honey from my this year’s 
——) crop with some few small lots from other bee- 
raisers. This cleans me all out and since I get a little 
more time now, Lcomply with your request to report 
my this year’s bee business. 
had after the spring’s sale, and a loss of 48 during 
winter and spring, 700 colonies left. 





From them I got of box honey ibs. - - 14887 
And of extracted, net weight - 10832 
In all - 25219 
Add to this amount in unfinished boxes “ 600 
Previously sold and given away sy 100 
Making a sum total of as 25919 


Or an average of about 21 Ibs. box honey, and 16 ex- 
tracted. The extracted huney however was all from 
70 hives making it about 14744 Ibs. as an average from 
each of these. 

It will be natural for your readers to inquire, to 
whom I sold all my honey, and what price I got. Well, 
[ contracted the whole amount to Mrs. 8. E. Spaids, 
New York, who bought all my honey last year and 
paid me for it, as agreed. The price I am promised is 
Ye per lb. net weight, for white and yellow honey in 
the comb. 15e for buckwheat hopey, and 12c for ex- 
tracted. This is alow price, but I am satisfied, since I 
got rid of that large lot of honey at once. 

My bees, which increased to 1158 colonies, are in 
very good condition to go into winter quarters and if 
they should go through the winter and spring in good 
condition I will have 300 or 400 to spare or can stock 
some more apiaries. Bees are considered very good 
and safe property here and sold at full prices if offered 
tor sale. I have gone into banking, but cannot think 
of neglecting my bees. I have not been at the bank 
more than one week’s time in five months. Bee busi- 
ness is so much more profitable that I cannot geta 
notion yet to leave it. 

ADAM GRIMM, Jefferson, Wis. Oct. 2ist, 1874. 


Shall we not have to acknowledge friend 
Grimm with his 1158 colonies, the largest bee- 
keeper in the world? and judging from his 
yearly reports, is he not also as a rule the most 
successful ? 





~ | 


We are happy to say that Messrs. Barber & 
Stout are both prompt and reliable. 


MR. ROOT, Dear Sir:—Through the assistance of 
your and other Bee Journals, and my old acquaint 
ances, I have already procured 73000 ibs. of honey and 
hope to be able to handle 50000 lbs. more this season. 

S. E. Sparps, N. Y. City. 


As an item of interest, I will say that I have just 
rec’d from a St. Louis Dealer the generous offer of 
12\c for Pure Linden Honey, ext’d, for which I have 
a home market at 25c, and a demand for more than I 
can furnish, from my hives. 

E. M. HAYHURST, St. Clair, Mo. 





Could I buy Honey Jars chea per of the manufactu- 
rers than of dealers here? If ican could you send 
me the address of a manufacturer ? 

I have 4 barrels of Linn honey, I would like to get 
15 for it. RosBeErt BIELEY, Colfax, lowa. 

You can buy cheaper of the manufacturers 
usually, but you will have to take a whole 
case. B.L. Fahenstock whose advertisement 
appears this month is a manufacturer. Send 
to him for a circular. 

To your readers please say that I do not buy honey 
at all, but if they will send me asample (say 2 or 3 
ounce vial) I will sell it for them where they will get 
their money on the delivery of their honey here. 
There is no demand here at present, or at least very 
little and I now advise holding for a short time. My 
object has been to keep up the price of ext’d honey. 
Good nice comb in g shape will bring 30c very 
readily here now. 

W. G. SMITH, 419 Main St. St. Louis. 


DEAR NOVICE:—I have about 1500 lbs. white clo- 
ver ext’d honey, put up in 14 gallon casks, well waxed, 
a choice article of honey. hat shallI do with it? I 
can get 16c in Milwaukee, but freight and commission 
out (3c) leaves me only 13c, a r price. I will get 
about 500 lbs. golden rod and buckwheat enough to 
stock the local market here, with what is raised by 
others. Box honey sells readily at 25c, and I would 
like to realize 17 or 18¢ clear, or I am afraid I will get 
crowed over. Some of my neighbors already proph- 
esy sour honey and no sale. The honey weighs 12 lbs. 
per gal., so there’s no danger of souring. I will tell 
you how I got it some time. 

R. L. JOINER, Wyoming, Wis. 

At present the market price for light honey 
seems to be only about 15 or 16c. As this 
price is for delivery in the principal cities it is 
generally best to sell near home. The figures 
you mention for comb honey are probably re- 
tail. Does not extracted honey sell at retail 
for nearly as much? In ’71 we sold our whole 
crop for 12c, in ’72, 18c, and last season we sold 
4 barrels for 15, 16, 18 and 20c respectively, and 
could have sold all for 20 had we kept it until 
Feb., as we did the last barrel. Although we 
are not justified in thinking it will bring any 
more in Feb. than it does now, yet we should 
be in no hurry about selling at less than 16 
unless we needed the money badly. If the 
bees “jest wouldn’t die” we should be quite 
content to raise honey for 12 or 13c. 


Humbugsand Swindles 
Pertaining to Bee Culture. 


(We respectfully solicit the aid of our friends in 
conducting this department, and would consider it 
a favor to have them send us all circulars that have 
a deceptive appearance. The greatest care will be at 
all rome maintained to prevent injustice being done 
any one. 

















_ ‘HONEY COLUMN, 








S\ 77R. A. I. ROOT:—What is your best figures for 
"7/4 Honey in, say from2 to 5000 1b. lots? Giveus 
eet) your closest price for cash. 

BARBER & SToutT, No’s 32 & 34 Main St. Cincinnati, O. 








LTHOUGH we might prefer to dispense, 
4S, for all time to come with this department, 
we fear public safety as well as our own, de- 
mands that we should mention the names of a 
few who are hindering the cause of bee-culture. 
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Before so doing, and while thanking our | 
triends for the aid they have given us, we 
would remark that the mere fact of differences 
in opinion in regard to a busizess transaction 
is by no means sufficient ground for publicly 
showing up either of the parties. Still, we are 
always glad to have such transactions submit- 
ted to us, as it gives us an opportunity of 
judging better of the business habits of those 
advertising largely. Where an advertiser re- 
ceives money and then refuses to respond in 
any shape or manner, and also refuses to grant 
us any explanation, we have very good grounds 
for suspecting fraud. 

In our April No. we gave a letter from Mr. 
J. P. Parker, but omitted the name of the firm 
to whom he sent the $30.00. This firm was 
Gray & Winder of Cincinnati. We have been 
waiting since April to give them a chance, but 
as their letters, or rather Mr. Winder’s letters 
only propose to pay it sometime, if friend P. 
will be “quiet and gentlemanly about it,” we 
presume it is $30.00 lost. Mr. Winder in a let- | 
ter to us recently, said if the transaction were | 
published he would never pay tt at all, and as | 
he probably would not any how, what is to be | 
rained by keeping quiet? True, he might go, 
on and get other peoples’ hard earned $30.00, | 
and then tell them the same, but this is the 
part we most decidedly object to. The letters | 
we receive from these delinquents have got to | 
be an old story, and we have become so har- | 
dened that we don’t mind it a bit when told | 
Wwe are “meddling,” and that our assistance | 
and advice has not been asked etc., etc. We) 
ate sometimes gravely informed that great | 
numbers of similar complaints are made of ws | 
but that they, out of a kind regard let it drop, | 
etc. Now this is a mistaken kindness certain- 
ly, for if any one has been guilty of such a_ 
piece of folly as making complaints of us, in- , 
stead of to us, the only way we know of is to 
tell us about it. Putit in print certainly if, 
thought advisable. We haven't the least objec- | 
tion to having any part of our business fully | 
ventilated at anytime. 

D. L. Adair has been complained of for a/ 
long time. The B. KX. M. thinks proper to give | 
one of the complaints, omitiing name ’tis true, | 
but his contradictory mention in his adver- 
tisements of the long looked for Dec. No. is so 
familiar to most readers of the Journals, that 
few will fail to know who is meant. If the 
complaints were only for money sent for An- 
nals, we might think that he would sometime | 
send it, but when he advertises to receive 
money for GLEANINGS and keeps that too, with- | 
out giving us the slightest notice, we have no 
choice really but to speak out. 

Before crediting appearances, we have writ- | 
ten him repeatedly, and even appealed to him 
in print to come forward and assure us that he 
meant sometime to settle all things honorably, | 
but to all, he preserves a grand indifference, and 
were it not that drafts, registered letters, etc., | 
are readily taken care of when addressed to 
him we might think yet with B. KX. M. that. 
there is some mistake. Titles and education 
are a fine thing, but their possessor is no more 
excusable for appropiating other peoples mon- | 
ey, than any one else. 





| 
“BEE STINGS CURED, WITHOUT COST. NO MORE | 
THIS IS A NEW DISCOY- 


PAIN OR SWELLING, 


ERY,” has been for some time past advertised by 
the “Busy Bee” mar, but it did cost us 10c. 
We know we “got bit” $2.00 worth on the Am- 
brosial Honey, sometime ago, but we thought 
perhaps he had become a better man now. 
“Nary better.” The “Ambrosial” is advertised 
with the same old, oily string of falsehoods 
(see page 85, Vol. 1) and the “Great Discovery” 
is as follows: 
THE BUSY BEF SUPPLEMENT. 

BEE sTiInGs—Are dreaded by nearly every one, on 
account of the pain and swelling which follow, from 
the poison injected. 

How CURED—In severe cases, the person should 
drink freely of whiskey or some strong alcoholic 
drink, till he feels its effects; this will prevent all 
danger and further swelling. 

A NEW DISCOVERY—Immediately after receiving a 
sting, take some leaves of peppermint, or catmint, (or 
their allies,) crush them with the teeth and add some 
saliva; then rub the wounded part briskly for about 
five minutes; this will remove the pain and prevent 
inflammation, as by this process the poison is all re- 
moved, 

The above is the whole contents of this great 
Supplement to be given away, (for ten cents) ex- 
cept a few advertisements ; among them is one 
of “Cheap and Artistic Printing.” All we 
have to say-is that if the supplement is a sample, 
we would respectfully prefer “t’other kind.” 

We are amazed that this H. Herman Flick 
should find people enough in this age of Jour- 
nals, to support him with bis Ambrosial and 
Bee sting cure. We certainly shall “stand by 
him.” 

About the Cure. Will all those who persist 
in believing in the efficacy of these cures, (we 
mean to include the German Bee Sting Cure 
and all the stuff “put in bottles” for that pur- 
pose) please test them by the method proposed 
by Quinby, viz., try one sting with the “medi- 
cine” and one with nothing? Don’t make up 
your mind from a single experiment, but try 
half a dozen times, first with, and then with- 
out, and our word for it, (unless you have some 
bottles to sel/) you will conclude if there is any 
difference, the sting you rub and “fuss” with 
most, will be the worst. When you can learn 


'’tis best to pay no attention to stings, but to 


goon with your work, you will have little 
trouble. 

We agree with A. B. J. in saying that not 
one letter in tenthousand is lost by mail if prop- 
erly directed, if we except perhaps some of the 
Southern states where posta! facilities have 
not as yet reached the perfection they have 
here. Now for a person to claim that letters 
must have been lost in the mails, as an excuse, 
and also to make this plea to a dozen different 
correspondents at about the same time, is sheer 
nonsense. We have yet to hear of a postal 
card being lost in the mails. 

P.S.—About that Whiskey antidote. Since 
the ‘‘Crusaders” closed the saloons of Medina, 
we fear there would be a serious rush to the 
bee hives for the sole purpose of being stung 


| were such treatment reccommended here. 


We to-day, Oct. 22nd, get anew circular 
from Mitchell in his usual “Spread Eagle” 
style, offering (rights!) the dest hive extant at 
a cost not exceeding 25 to 50c, and other things 
in proportion. It appears that he is located 


| this time near by—Defiance, O—but the circular 


comes all the way from P. M. Peterbaugh, San 
Gabriel, Cal. Can he find more victims? 
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Heads of Grain, 
_ FROM DIFFERENT FIELDS. 


The BOOKS teach us that ALL bees cut THEMSELVES 
out of their cells. 

“py EAR NOVICE £t al:—In the fall three years 
} back, my first year with bees, the following 

ao came under my observation: The 16th Sept. ‘71, 

I had one Italian stock, on opening this hive I found 
~everal Queen cells. There were two on one comb, 
one near each side bar. This comb with the two 
Queen cells on it, [ put into another hive, added to it 
two or three combs of capped brood and honey and 
put in over a quart of bees from parent hive (parent 
laive very full of bees}. Both the Queen cells were 
capped when transferred to the empty hive. Seven 
lays after, on opening the hive, without smoke, found 

several bees cutting away on one of the Queen cells. 
On dispersing the Dees I found a hole cut into the cell 
about ¥ ef an inch above the smal! end. I distinctly 
saw the white immature Queen in the cell, and with a 
sharp knife I carefully enlarged the opening, so as 
not to wound the inmate. LI immediately replaced the 
comb and closed the hive. Two hours after I reopen- 
ed the hive, found the Queen on bottom-board, the 
bees were trying to = her out, indeed did put her 
out of the hive. now examined the remaining 
Queen cell, this was intact, there had been no inter- 
meddling with it by the bees. This was Saturday, | 
next day being the Sabbath I did not oven the hive. 
Monday about 6 o’clock A. M. on opening the hive, the 
«Queen was out on the comb, a very pretty well ma- 
tured Queen. Now the last cell was cut on the side, 
as J saw the bees cutting the first cell) and there was 

surely nothing like the smallest hole in the lower end. 
I examined with all possible care and had others to 
examine. Iam satisfied that both Queens were cut 
out by the workers. Why did they do it? what was 
their object? J. H. WILSON SEN’R. 

Lexington, Texas. Sept. 26th, 1874. 

The occurrence mentioned is not infrequent. 
Although we cannot positively say why they 
do thus, we would suggest that it is the work 
of mischievious young bees who finding no 
unsealed brood to care for, have “nothing else 
to do.” Had they been furnished with eggs 
occasionally, they would doubtless have been 
Husy otherwise, and so felt no inclination to 
meddle with the Queeh cells. At a certain 
age, they seem to be as full of mischief as 
“young puppies,” and if they can’t build comb, 
nurse larve, or build Queen cells, they will 
amuse themselves by “tearing down some- 
thing”; if the Queen thus rudely exposed is 
old enough to live, all is well, otherwise they 
pick the white soft chrysalis out of the cell, 
piecemeal, With a most provoking unconcern 
and disregard of consequences. Young bees, 
like children aust have something to do; if it 
cannot be useful it should at least be harmless 
or they will assurediy be in mischief of some 
kind. 
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lam making bee-kKeeping a specialty, commenced 
jive years ago with two box hives and Black bees. 
Now [have 80 colonies of as fine Italians as can be 
‘ound anywhere, have had many difficulties and 
troubles and have tried several different kinds of 
hives bat have something now that I think I can tie 
io. Ree’d a choice Imported Queen from Ch. Dadant 
<t Son, this year. My stock is all raised from Import- 
ed stock and if nothing happens will be in the Queen 
trade in a small way another year. Have taken about 
4000 lbs. of honey during the season, 3000 lbs. since the 
“th of Aug. Ihad some gather over 150 lbs. between 
the 26th of “vy 4 and the 15th of Sept. One of the best 
honey plants in my locality is Wild Cucumber; the 
islands along the Misstosipy river are covered with it. 
My bees worked well on Alsike and Red elover, but 
when the Cucumber commenced blooming they work- 
ed on it. Another sood plant tor honey isa variety 


of Spanish Needle that grows in abundance in corn 
flelds se te on J 

cross the Missis: 
honey from it in Aug. and Sept. 
tiful golden color. 


in places too wet for corn. My bees 
sippi river and gather a great deal of 
The honey is a beau- 
will send you a sample the first 





time I am at a town where there is an express office’ 
My bees have always wintered on their natural stores: 
have never lost a colony except from starvation. The 
late honey is so thick I couid not throw it out ir I 
wanted to. I wintered them in cellar of my house. | 
have made many observations on bees and honey 
plants but am a poor hand to write them. 

A lover of bees. A. L. WILLIAMS, 

Deer Plain, Ill. Sept. 28th, 1874. 

Shal! be very glad ofour assistance in the 
Queen trade friend W. We hope no one wii! 
be deterred from writing us because they think 
themselves poor hands at telling what they 
have observed. We are all “at home” in this 
department. 


Now I am only a beginner in the business. having 
only four colonies, three Greys and one Italian. In 
passing them for the last week or two I have noticed 
a pecular sour smell among them. As as they were 
working flnely, l attributed the smell to the bloom 
they were working on: but the scent increased, and 
yesterday I found that it was the Italian colony, so 1 
opened the hive and found it wet inside, from sweat I 
suppose, drops ot water were on the lid and running 
down the side. The comb seemed to be damp and 
had a sour smell. On opening all the hives this morn- 
ing I found two others in the same fix, except not +o 
sour. I want to know the vest pian to pursue in this 
case. I am using the Buckeye hive and it has no ven- 
tilators. Ihave attributed the cause of the sweat to 
that. AmITright? Lintend ventilating them by bo- 
ring a hole near the top and covering it with wire 
cloth. T. B. PARKER, Go dsboro, N. C. Oct. 6th, 1874. 


We think the trouble is that they are getting 
very thin honey or syrup from some source, so 
thin in fact that it sours before they can ripen 
it. More ventilation will probably help the 
matter, but to make sure, we would remove 
the cover entirely and let the sun shine direct- 
ly on the bees and combs; this will dry them 
out and assist them in getting everything 
sweet andclean. We have had a similar troub- 
le in feeding weak colonies a large amount of 
very thin syrup. 

Find out where they get these stores if you 
can, and report. The superior industry of the 
Italians sufficiently accounts for their being 
the worst affected. Nothing can equal the 
benetit of direct sunshine, for restoring either 
plants or animals to vigor and health. 


And now a word on the ‘Iron weed” experiment. 
I moved two colonies on the morning of the Sth of 
Aug., after extracting all the honey, to the prairie 
referred to four miles off. By 9 o’clock A. M. they were 
as busy as though they had not been disturbed, anu 
by the 15th they had every thing tilled. Having a fine 
Queen I wanted to take care of, I took a couple of 
frames of young bees, brood ete., from these two hives. 
and put into a new hive, caged the Queen and put her 
in with them. In 36 hours [Jet her ont, and now they 
are a good colony. I added other frames of brood 
from the other colonies however. Now I have three 
strong colonies that I have no doubt will winter safe- 
ly. I did not extract any of this honey to test its 
quality. Next fall I propose to utilize this prairie to 
the extent of a barrel of honey, the season favoring. 

This season has been considered a poor one for hon- 
ey as every person here depends upon box honey for 
their supply. But with an extractor it would have 
been a tolerably fair one, the Basswood vielding 
abundantly. Win. M. CAKE. 

West Independence, O. Oct. 7th, 1874. 

Thanks for the item. We think you have 
made a move in the right direction friend C. 
We have often admired the Iron weed ( Vern- 
nia) but have had no chance to try the honey. 
May we petition fora jar of it if you succeed 
next season ? 

Can you give me one or two names of parties 
who will pay the best price, cash, for box honey of 
excellent quality—in 16 lb. boxes? We have about 
1400 lbs. of such. . 

We have increased this season from 27 to 50 colonies, 
the 27 have made the honey above, besides 250 Ibs. ex- 
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tracted. One colony gave 204 Ibs. box honey and a 

strong artificial swarm. We have no losses out-doors 

in winter, no disease whatever. The honey is from 

Blue Thistle and White Clover—of the former there 

are hundreds of acres near us. O. M. Brown. 
Winchester, Va. Sept. 29th, 1874. 


Those who advertise for honey in our col- | 


umns, will we think take all you can produce. 
The “Blue Thistle” must be of considerable 
value, especially if it,furnishes honey four 
months in the year. Even if it is a bad weed, 
so long as Virginia farmers continue to grow 
it, we hope the bee-keepers of that section will 
endeavor to utilize the honey it produces, as 
far as possible. 


FRIEND NOVICE:—I have thought for some time 
I would send you a report of this season’s operations, 
and as we have got through extracting and looking 
over the bees preparatory to winter, have now got at 
it. We (I say we. for my wife and I are in company 
in this business, she does the work while I superin- 
tend, being disabled,) have 52 colonies, just what we 
had one year ago this time, and twelve more, than five 
months ago. We put upper stories on 34 of our Lang- 
stroth hives, put two colonies in Long Idea hives and 
four at making box honey. When white clover had 
done blossoming we had just one box of honey (6 Ibs.), 
und that was over half full from the year before. 
They did better on buckwheat however, for we have 
about 150 lbs. now. The thirty six we extracted from, 
brought in about 4250 Ibs.. and all have enough to 
winter on, perhaps more. From the clovers we got 
1300 lbs., we have several acres of Alsike, and it is 
splendid for bees, but Catnip for the amount of honey 
per plant, beats anything I ever saw. If all the cat- 
nip within range of our bees were gathered together, 1 
don’t think it would cover more than an acre of 
ground; but be that as it may, from what there was, 
our bees gathered sixty gallons that weighs over 12 
Ibs. to the gallon. I carry alittle of the seed in my 
pocket all the time and when I see waste places on 
my farm that I think might as well be raising some 
honey as not, I scatter a pinch of seed. It will grow 
in fence corners or brush heaps first rate, and we are 
going to make such places useful. If it will pay to 
raise any plant for bees exclusively I think that prant 
is catnip—have so much faith in it that I shall try 
some next year at any rate. 

The clovers are good, and catnip is good, but for a 
sure thing give me buckwheat. It has not failed to 
give a good crop of honey for seven years in success- 
ion to my personal knowledge. The honey crop is 
more certain than the seed; this year both are good. 
We have on hand now over a ton of honey from that 
source, and they gathered all their winter supplies 
from it, which would be about 1500 lbs. more. Buck- 
Wheat honey is dark colored and is not worth quite as 
much as clover, mine is for sale at 12 cts. per lb. here, 
barrels included. Catnip 4c. It is as light colored as 
clover but not of so good a flavor, at least in our opin- 
ion. 

And now Mr. Novice if you think we have done well, 
take a good share of the credit to yourself, for I verily 
believe if it had not been for your so persistently ur- 
zing bee-keepers to extract their honey we would 
have been “fooling with box honey” yet. 

J.L. WOLFENDEN, Adams, Wis. Oct. 13th, 1874. 


May continued prosperity be the lot of both 
you and your wife friend W. To you in your 
misfortune ‘twould seem that she is a “help- 
meet” truly. May we take the liberty to kind- 
ly suggest that she in her ambition be not 
allowed to do too much of the heavy work in 
the Apiary. A few men in our land show the 
effects of too much hard work, but far greater 
is the number of wives and mothers that even 
at an age that should be the prime of life, show 
unmistakable evidences of too much care, and 
alas too often also, the effects of work physic- 
ally beyond their strength. Who has not oc- 
casionally contrasted the happy girl of 20, 
with the worn out woman of 40 or 50. 

We should really like to hear from Mrs. W., 
for we feel sure from the way you write that 
she too has had a pleasant summer amid the 
bees. Scatter the catnip seed by all means. 


| 


{ 


We think it can never prove a troublesome 
weed in any event. 


Of course we can’t help admiring the way in whic’) 
you keep things lively about that apiary of yours: « - 
we look in from month to month, we are forcibly » - 
minded of looking in on a hive of busy workers, at tie 
commencement of the warm season; we never flit 
things in sfatu quo, as the latins say, but find that 
great changes are made even in three days. We are 
sorry you have got cider mixed with your winter feed, 
but if you had enough of those combs sealed up in 


| August with sugar syrup, you will be all right yet. 


| 
| 





| 





We think we can winter almost anything but from 
your description we don't want any cider in our win- 
ter stores. 

J.P. Moonk, Binghampton, N. Y. Oet. 12th, 1874. 

We thank you for your good opinion friend 
M., but we can hardly feel that we deserve 
very much credit, when so many are going 
way ah eadof us in increase of stock as 
well as surplus honey. We try to console 
ourselves by thinking if we do remain down 
towards towards “the foot of class” we proba- 
bly shall be nearer the mass of our readers 
than if we were side by side with you and 
Doolittle, who get more box honey than we do 
extracted. 

Don’t know but I ought to say something about 
bees if it has been a poor season for honey, in conse- 
quence of the most severe drouth ever known, even 
by the “oldest inhabitant.” From 21 colonies have 
taken 1700 lbs. honey and increased to 45 colonies. 

HENRY PALMER, Hart, Mich. 


Will not clean old rag carpets, if whole, do for bee 
quilts ? say two thicknesses—a strip of quilt might be 
= around the edges so that it would tuck down 
vetter and make tight, what think ve ? 

WESLEY Brown, Homer, N. Y. Oct. 14th, 1874. 

Old carpet does very well but they are more 
apt to be so hard as to kil! bees, and in tearing 
them loose from the frames the propolis some- 
times pulls out pieces that may thus get into 
the honey. The requisite qualities in a quilt 
seem to be softness, pliability, porosity and 
strength. We have made some experiments with 
various fabrics but nqne scem to answer all 
purposes so well as those we have described. 
Coarse woolen would many times do were it 
not for the fibres pulling out and making the 
hive untidy, to say nothing of its getting into 
the honey 


My report of Apiary is estimated at 2500 lbs. comb, 
500 Ibs. ext’d honey, and 66 swarms natural and arti- 
ficial. Started to winter 48 hives, lost in winter, one, 
in spring, one, leaving me 46 for the above result. 

J.L. Davis, Delhi, Mich. Oct. 10th, 1874. 


Now I am an old man bog | on 72 and have, all 
my days I may say, kept bees in different kinds of 
box hives. Lam now trying frame hives; my trames 
are 12inches deep by 16% long, but the thing that 
bothers me is, the bees work their comb across the 
frames and also stick them to side of hive. 
JOUN DAWSON, Pontiac, Mich. Aug. 23rd, 1874. 
Have all combs built between two good ones 
and also put a finished comb next the side of 
the hive, if they persist in it. Some colonies 
seem much more disposed than others to build 
comb irregularly. : 
I think we shall have to put GLEANINGS on the list 
of the tardy—I have not ree’d the Oct. No. yet. 
J. PRATT, Mallet Creek, O. Oct. 13th, 1874. 
Now friend P., and several others, we here- 
by protest against being put on any such list, 
for we have mailed every No. so far, promptly 
on or before the 30th of each month, and we 
beg you in future to conclude that the Post 
Office Dep’t has failed, that the cars are off the 
track or that Uucle Sam has suspended busi- 
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ness, but do not we implore you, intimate that 
we have been so shiftless as to fail to mail 
GLEANINGS as heretofore. Should Novice get 
sick, you can depend upon it that P. G. or 
some one else will mail something, if it be no 
more than a printed postal card informing you 
what’s the matter. In other words we pledge 
ourselves to let you hear something from us 
the first of every month. 

{f you wish to “stir up” Novice, ask him on 
a “postal” if any GLEANINGS was sent out for 
Oct. or April as the case might be, “cause why” 
you didn’t get any. That they are promptly 
printed we are sure of but to avoid making a 
single mistake in mailing, we find more diffi- 
cult for we occasionally do blunder; but by 
far the greatest source of mischief is the fail- 
ure of subscribers to give the Counties. Ifyou 
don’t get every paper at the usual time, don’t 
fail to drop a postal, and we will with pleasure 
make it right no matter who is to blame, but 
please don’t ask any more “if we printed any.” 





I thought some of trying Bidwell’s plan of winter- 
ing. For a beginner, have had excellent success du- | 
ring the summer-—increasing from 4 stocks (purchased 
of A. Grimm) to 12 Simplicities. Most of them contain 
Hutstrames. Purchased 20, so they have built me | 
some 50 combs. ‘Took very little honey (ext’d) as my 
aim was increase. Am fearful for winter, but will 
amake all necessary provision for the safety of the 
valued little fellows, 

GRO, G,. SCOTT, Dubuque, Lowa. Oct. 14th, 1874. 


We are glad to know that Independence, 
lowa, can boast of pretty girls, as well as the 
rest of the world. We were made aware of 
the fact by a Stereoscopic view of his Apiary, 
sent us by E. A. Sheldon. In going into an 
Apiary we always see the girls first if there 
are any—those in the view may be all married | 
women for aught we know but that don’t 
make a particle of difference; they have as | 
good a right to be pretty as any body else. 
And now we think of it bee-keeper’s wives are 
generally remarkably pretty women, that is 
when they are not afraid of the bees, if they are, | 
we never sce them—as we were saying we al- | 
ways see the ladies tirst and the bee hives next, | 
then if there’s a proprietor we generally make 
his acquaintance. In the above picture the 
chaps that take our eye are the ones in their 
shirt sleeves. A bee-keeper certainly wants 
his coat off when among the bees. The old 
gentleman reading his paper in his arm chair, 
as well as others scattered among the hives 
throughout the Apiary seem perfectly uncon- 
scious that bees can sting, and we presume 
friend Sheldon has so cared for them that such 
fears are entirely unnecessary. We sce extra 
width hives as well as hives of only half the 
ordinary width, the latter presumably for 
Queen rearing, and the small trees planted so 
us to furnish a partial shade, give a very 
pretty effect to the whole Apiary. As our 
friend uses the extractor we venture to say 
that his labors would be considerably lessened 
if his bives were grouped at more regular dis- 
tances; also we would want the grass kept 
down a little more in front of the hives. How- 
ever, if he gets a large yield of honey as it is, 
perhaps it is just as well. 

Would the warmth of the sun’s rays prevent damp- 
ness and mouldy combs in the cold frame arrange- 
ment? Ifso I should say the cold frame is just what 
we have been looking for. 

Jos. A. SAVAGE, Cincinnati, O. Oct, 21st, 1874. 
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We think it will without doubt. Our house 
keeps everything as dry as it well can be, and 
damp or mouldy combs dry out in the warm 
sun and become sweet with the greatest facili- 
ty. Our only trouble at present is to have the 
bees get back into their hives. Very likely 
Mr. Bidwell’s plan of having the sash only 3 or 
4 feet from the ground would insure the bees 
all getting back better, but that they should 
all find their own hives seems to us very im- 
probable. 

What is your advice in case bees have no pollen in 
their hives? Will feeding Rye flour during winte- 
when they fly out be suflicient ? 

W. F. Coats, Columbus, Ind. 

We hardly know that we have any advice to 
offer at present. Bees will not work on the 
meal in the winter unless we have weather 
quite warm and pleasant; such as we usually 
have here in March or April. We have known 
them however, to work on meal briskly in 
Feb., but seasons permitting much of it are 
unusual. If we could make the plan mention- 
ed last month, of getting them to carry in 
meal under glass, work, we would be all right. 
There are plenty of days during March and 
April which furnish ample sunshine, if we 
could only keep off the cold winds. Our bees 
will pay no attention to the meal under the 
glass at present. We have written Mr. Pal- 
mer for further particulars of his experiment. 


DEAR NOVICE :—I wintered 32 hives, lost one in 
winter and the rest were all in condition to become 
strong stocks by the end of May. In April we had 
one day they could fly out in full liberty, the rest were 
so cold that it was only at mid-day that some ventured 
to come out; no bees could get at the meal until the 
first of May and in the whole they did ot store five 
ounces per hive. The Queens were se enclosed that 
they laid eggs from 4 to 6 in a single cell; in the first 
week of May the first pollen was seen, then we had 
four very fine days; honey and pollen were brought 
in ata bright rate and the Queens spread in 3 to 4 
combs. Pollen was brought in until whole combs 
were filled with it. To-day, one month later, my bees 
are worse than two months ago; the old bees are gone, 
the young bees are more than needed for the brood 
work, and honey is so scarce that Lam feeding every 
day. Instead ot being strong by the first of June the) 
are nearly all weak. 

In three of my hives I had inserted empty combs, 
the Queens filled them and I at once gave three cheers 
tor the new idea hives, but alas, to-day several whole 
combs are deserted; young larvae are dried up and the 
Queeus remain on one side playing their old Apri! 
tricks of laying 3 to 5 eggs in a single cell. Instead of 
pushing the combs apart and inserting empty combs 4 
10Ww contract them, with division board in place etc. 
With strong stocks and ordinary seasons we know 
very well what to do, but in u season like this one, we 
certainly need ali our brains and they need be sound, 
I have two straw hives of Elizabeth’s time and those 
stand best in numbers in flight and weight. I have 
some fears that we bother too much with. our bees, is 
may be that we would be better off if we prepared the 
hives at the commencement of the season with good 
worker combs and let the Queens manage their own 
affairs. I have lost this far 9 stocks and have t very 
werk ones on hand. What I want to know is this, 
has any one tried setting his stocks in his bee house in 
April, warming it to summer temperature and stimu- 
lating by daily feeding, and other care, and how did 
they tare? I shall try it next year. What we need is 
brood in early April, the more the better. On this 
depends all. 1 intend to make three or four New Idea 
hives in August and shall insert a division in the mid- 
die and have a laying Queen in each side, in October 
shall kill one Queen, and winter the rest; if this is not 
well then I go back to “Elizabeth's time.” 

JOSEPH DUFFELER, Wequiock, Wis. 


Your experience chimes with our own ex- 
actly friend D. If something cannot be done 
to enable us to rear brood in March and April 
even during bad weather, we certainly cannot 
accomplish the best results possible. 
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GLEANINGS IN BEE CULTURE. 
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DEAR NOVICE:—Last year [ bonght two young 
colonies of hybrids, bringing each home in the eve- 
ning of the day on which it swarmed. One stayed, 
the other “cut sticks” for the woods, next day. The 
contented one nearly filled its hive by tall, when i 
took out one frame of honey and equalized the distan- 
ces between the others, and laying two grooved 
sticks across them for passages for the bees, put on 
the quilt, leaving off the cap, and put them in the 
cellar. They came out in good condition in the spring, 
and a large swarm issued on the 18th of June; and 
supposing that to be glory enough for one year, I es- 
sayed to destroy all but one of the Queen cells, but 
found the “sell” to be the other way, as another swarm 
rushed out in due time, when I again examined all 
the frames while the swarm pene trom a bough, find- 
ing several cells more, and thinking it a sure thing 
this time, returned the swarm to the oid hive. Butin 
a day or two aswarm sallied forth somewhat larger 
than the other, when I gave up “beat” and hived 
them. They vied with the other colonies in numbers 
and industry. 

On the lsth of July, finding the old hive pretty well 
tilled, 1 took out the frame which was returned in the 
spring empty, but now filled with white clover honey, 
replaced it again empty, and adjusted a set of small 
frames for surplus, made according to directions of 
Mr. Burch in B. A. M., of last year. And as the first 
swarm had almost kept pace with the old one, I pla- 
ced boxes the same way over that, furnished with 
pieces of nice comb by way of a gentle hint for the 
bees, expecting both frames and boxes to be filled 
with the sweets of clover, as the pastures and road- 
side were profusely be-decked with its nectar-bearing 
flowers. It was confidently believed at any rate, as 
voth colonies had already so nearly filled the bodies 
of their hives, that when Buckwheat burst into bloom 
the receptacles would no. longer remain empty, as 
some two acres of that melliferous plant had been 
sown Within 100 rods, while no other bees were nearer 
than a mile, and but5 or6 stands within bee distance. 

But no signs of labor had appeared in the consecra- 
ted receptacles when your Aug. number came to 
hand containing the following sentence: “if our 
friend will excuse the liberty, we would advise him to 
ee his surplus receptacles where neither he nor his 
ees will ever see them more.” This had reference to 
a verdant question of mine about receptacles, and 
was a severe damper on "iy faith, but which I find to 
have been sound advice, as the receptacles are still 
empty, Sept. 15, and the buckwheat nearly played out; 
but as what we call Spanish needles—the pest of the 
corn field--are in full blast and the bees after them, I 
will let the frames and boxes alone a few days longer, 
that the bees may remain the party found wanting. 

The bees have persisted in lounging about the en- 
trances in large numbers, afew have been oy or 
through the frames and boxes, and I know not how 
many have been inside, sanctimoniously “loafing 
uround the throne.” 

Should my bees survive the coming winter, I intend 
to transfer the old colony to a hive like those occu- 
pied by the young ones, thus having all frames of 
x uniform size and shape, and send to you for an ex- 
tractor to match. : 

STEPHEN YOUNG, Mechanicsville, Iowa. 

From the dollar 
raised 60 Queens the }ast season, and each one 
is a duplicate of its mother, and not one of 
them produces a black bee, with thousands of black 
and hybrid drones around. The same Queen produ- 
ced 126 lbs. of box honey the past season besides. 
Also add for Adair’s special benefit that all her wings 
are cut close to her body and that she has five legs, as 
the bees “hugged” her in June so she drew one leg 
behind her and I cut it off to have it out of the way. 
Would not take $25.00 for her to-day. 

G. M. DOOLITTLE, Borodino, N. Y. Oct. 5th, 1874. 

Some of the Journals, (the World especially) 
seem to have had grave doubts of the possibility 
of the dollar Queens proving equal to the high- 
er priced ones, and considerable pains has been 
taken to caution the public against them. 
That Queens hatched by artificial heat would 
prove fully. equal to others, of course we had 
no means of determining only by experiment; 
accordingly we have anxiously awaited reports 
from them. Nota single unfavorable one has 
come to hand that we know of, and the one 
mentioned by Mr. Quinby in Sept. No., as well 
as the one above, were both hatched in the 


‘Queen I got of you last fall, I have 
1 


Lamp nursery, for we sold no others. 


Eighty-eight stoeks Italians, all full, from 17, June 
Ist. Every Queen’s wing en. Raise Queen 
soon as she lays, fill up with combs—broed tre 
strong hives—Champion hives. 

EK. D, GopFREY, Red Oak, Iow:.. 

The above came on half a postal ecard, but 
we presume our practical bee-keepers will find 
it perfectly intelligible. Pretty weli done even 
if there was no surplus, was it not? 





C. Wurster of Kleinburg, Ontario, Canada, 
writes quite a lengthy article detailing his loss 
of Queens, while extracting, and in spite of 
various precautions. He says: 

Ilost one or two Queens from 15 stoeks at every 
operation. I extract every three core; in the midst 
of a flow of honey giving trom 5 to 15 Ibs. per hive, per 
day, this is no smail loss as you well know. 

We certainly do know, for in our earlier ex- 
periments we did lose a few, perhaps three or 
four in a season, out of 40 colonies. The sea- 
son after, we made up our mind that this must 
be remedied, and accordingly, put our hives 
directly on the ground, cleaned away all grass 
and turf, and with sawdust, fixed each hive so 
that no crack or crevice remained that a Queen 
or young bee could by any mistake crawl into. 
Since then we have lost almost none at all 
while extracting, and yet we never see the 
Queen while handling the combs for this pur- 
pose unless by accident. Opening hives when 
there is a great disposition to rob, is liable 
to cause demoralization of the colony and even 
loss of the Queen; so of late we have only 
| worked our extractor when the bees seemed 
| peaceable. When much robbing is going on. 
| you can take it for granted that but little hon- 
| ey is being gathered, and therefore ’tis as well 
to give up extracting for the time being. 

Friend W. inquires why it is that others say 
nothing of similar troubles; we opine ‘tis be- 

cause they have their hives arranged as we 
have mentioned. Having hives very close 
together, will often result in loss of Queens, 
simply because in extracting, some bees will 
crawl into the wrong hive, and attack the 
Queen before being aware that their unusua! 
upsetting has changed their locality. 

We have been inclined the past season to 
decide that nearly all the parricidal attacks 
which have been so frequently mentioned in 
the Journals, have been caused by bees from 
hives that were placed too near, getting in by 
mistake, and that the stinging is after all not 
parricide. 

We remarked this, on finding Queens thus 
attacked most frequently, where we used doub- 
le hives with the entrances near each other, 
and especially where we used wire cloth divis- 
ion boards. We are inclined to think the 
trouble with friend W’s bees much owing to 
his having placed his hives too near each oth- 
erf; we judge this because he says the trouble 
was the same, even when the frame contain- 
ing the Queen was left in the hive without 
extracting. With hives arranged as far apart 
as they are given in the Hexagonal Apiary, we 
think no such trouble will be experienced. 

When they are first set out in the spring, 
there is quite a tendency for them to get into 
neighboring hives, and accordingly we fre- 
quently hear of bees hugging or killing their 








Queens at such seasons. 








@ 








CLUBBING LIST. 


We will send GLEANINGS— 
With The American Bee Journal ($2.10)........92.35 











Names of responsible parties will be inserted in 
either of the following departments, at a uniform 
price of 10c. each insertion, or $1.00 per year. 





The Bee Keeper’s Magazine ( 1.25) ......... 1.75 | . : . 
“ The Bee World ( $.10)......0. 2. 60 $1.00 Queens. 
“6 2 é 5 2rlcs | y,, . . Py 
“ yo bre nnss yo mieLOD) ps ate aye 19 Names inserted in this department the first time 
* Prairie Farmer HOU eo roe 2.65 without charge. 
“ Ta yr > 5 - = ‘ 
“ cong) ne mp gl = at ble Sl * Those whose names appear below, agree to furnish 
“ National Agriculturist | (125).000.000.000..1.75 Italian Queens the coming season for $1.00 each, un- 
“ Scientific American Salata 365 der the following conditions; No guarantee is to be 
° " LAbove rates include all Postage.) assumed of purity, safe delivery or any thing of the 
d ; ’ | kind, — mage i pos be reared fromm a choice, 
| pure mother. They also agree to return the money at 
Books for Bee-Keepers. any time when customers become impatient of such 
SENT postpaid on receipt of price. | delay as may be unavoidable. 
Langstroth on the Hive and Honey Bee........ $2.00 Bear in mind that he who sends the best Queens, 
uinby’s Mysteries of Bee Keeping............. 1.50) put up neatest and most securely, will probably re- 
Bee Keeper's Text Book, muslin, . .75 ceive the most orders. Special rates for warranted 
“ te “ Or MEOEE oso sol clas cts ae 40 and tested Queens, furnished on application to any of 


Good Books. 

These, though not specially designed for Bee- | 
keepers, have a tendency to inculcate princi- 
ples that ensure success in bee-keeping as well | 
as almost all other rural pursuits. 

The first on the list should be in the hands , 
of every one who has planted grape vines to_ 
shade the hives, as we have advised. 


Any of these books will be forwarded by mail, post- | 
paid, on receipt of price. 









Fuller’s Grape Culturist.........-...-..-eeeeeeeee $1.50 | 
Fuller’s Small Fruit Culturist............-..--.0-- 1.50 | 
Fuller’s Strawberry Culturist...... eawbicswew es sabi oke 20 | 
Fuller’s Forest Tree Culturist..... «1.50 | 
Henderson’s Gardening for Profit... -1.50 
Henderson’s Practical Floriculture........-....-- 1.50 
Tim Bunker Papers....... PRA Pee Pee 1.50 
Ten Acres Enough........----+++--ee+++ Cosine ise +01 25 
Roosevelt’s Five Acres too Much.......-.....+..- 1.50 
Art of Saw Filing (Holly)........-...---eeeeeeeeee 75 
Window Gardening.........-..- iad sare ttay sccee 1.50 
Leuchar’s How;,to build Hot-Houses........-.....- 1.50 
Play and Protit in my Garden. Rev. E. P. Roe. 1.50 
Waring’s Draining for Profit and Health........ 1.50 
Onion Culture ....-.0--eee cee eeeeeee Rianahi<<cnsh goo 20 





THE ONLY RELIABLE, 

THE MOST BEAUTIFUL. 

THE MOST ECONOMICAL. 

THE MOST DURABLE. 
Requires no oil thinner or drier, 
Requires no waste of time in mixing, 
Has stood eight years’ criticisms 
With yearly increased popularity 
And yearly increased sales. 

Is sold by the gallon only, in packages of from 1 to 
40 gallons each, in Purest White and any Color or 
Tint desired. 

Address, for sample card of colors and price list, 


Averill Chemical Paint Co., 
Office and Factory 132 & 134 East River Street, 
CLEVELAND, OHIO. 

“PLEASANT AND PROFITABLE EMPLOYMENT, 

for male or female, in every city of the Union. 

Active persons can double their small investment 
every day. Inclose STAMP for particulars to 

THOMAS G. NEWMAN, 

Room 27, Tribune Building, Chicago. 


ITALIAN BEES. 
TALIAN QUEENS bred from imported mothers— 





a month earlier than in the North. Purity and | 
safe arrival guaranteed. Also full colonies of Italians | 


in Langstroth hives for sale at $15.00 per colony. 
Address Dr. J. P.H. BROWN, Augusta, Ga. 


TS years experience in propagating 
I. Italian Bees. Queens will be bred direct from 
Imported Mothers and warranted pure and fertile. 
send for my circular. Wm. W. CARY, 


Itf Colerain, Franklin Co., Mass. 


1 OOD Rye Straw Mats for $3.00 per dozen. 
J Sample by mail 50 cts. | 
atl2d A. N. DRAPER, Upper Alton, Il. | 


the parties. 
G. W. Dean, River Styx, Medina Co., Ohio. 
W. J. Hosmer, Janesville, Minnesota. 
Dr. J. P. H. Brown, Augusta, Georgia. 
R. 8. Becktell, New Buffalo, Mich. 
Hive Manufacturers. 
Who agree to make such hives, and at the prices 
named, as those described on our circular. 
J. H Martin, Hartford, N. Y. 
Geo. T. Wheeler, Mexico, N. Y. 
H. Alley, Wenham, Mass. 
In order to hasten the introduction of the 
ke” STANDARD “GG 
Apiarian Implements, we make the following offer. 
Standard Hive, including bottom-board, door-step, 


blocks, and all the stand that we think is needed to 
keep it from the ground................. Satvdnntdae < $2.00 
Twenty frames for above 5% ¢. each.............. 1.15 
Sample. Frame, by maAll,......cccccccoccdticccavdeccic 10 


MNEs .0.<oe0ceddeteansscdunadbbbere ne dil 






r all complete except painting, for. pbicwongthae 
The same in a bundle including nails, hinges ete, 3.25 
Extractor made expressly for Standard frames, 

(Comb frame 14% wide, by 10 deep.) ..............- $9.00 
Any deviation from above, be it only 1-16 of an inch, 
will be only at our regular list 4 yy 
A. I. ROOT & CO., Medina, Ohio. 
We always consider it an especial favor to have 
customers inform us by postal card whether goods 
are satisfactory ; whether our mode of packing is 
efficient; time taken in transit ; whether Eapress 
or Freight charges were reasonable, ete. etc. 
Respectfully, A. I. Root & Co. 


Every Bee-Keeper should 
subscribe for this Monthly’. 
It is the oldest and best 
scientific and ractical 
Journal of Apiculture in 
the World. The most suc. 
cessful and experienced 
Apiarians in this country 
and Europe contribute to its pages. Terms, $2.00 
n year in advance. Sendo Rome ter a lamps 
Copy. Address, THOMAS G. NEWMAN, 

Room 27, Tribune Building, Chica 


Clark & Holcomb, 


HONEY LABEL 


PRINTERS, 
Medina, - - -Obia. 


PRICES: 








1000, Gummed and Cut,............. $2.75 
BA See na. nee 5 ca ties eae 2.00 
BO bi Pee tM “rete rin. orgees.. 1.50 


Sent post-paid on receipt of price. 
Samples sent if desired. Address, 


Ciark & Hoicomes, Medina, O. 











ADVERTISERS’ DEPARTMENT. 





ADVERTISEMENTS. 








Advertisements will be received at the rate of ten 
cents per line, Nonpariel space, each insertion, cash 
in advance; and we require that every Advertiser 
satisfies us of his responsibility and intention to do 
ail that he agrees, and that his goods are really worth 
the price asked for them. 


MUTH’S ADVERTISEMENT. 


Se eG 








Corks, sig 
Tin Foil Cap: “ 
One and Two Pound Labels, per gross, 
The same with address printed to order, per 1000, 5.00 
1 qt. Self-Sealing Mason’s Fruit Jars, per gross,.. 19.00 
Labels for above, 4 - 65 
The same with printed address, per 1000 4.25 
I shall have on hand and ready for shipment from 
the 15th of June, a large lot of 1 and 2 pound square 
flint (white) glass honey jars. They are of the same 
style as my other jars, which are by this time well 
enough known. 
I shall sell og (white; flint Glass J ars per gross .* 
oOo oT) . 7 + . 1 


In lots of 10 gross or more, the same as the others, 
59 cts. less per gross. 

Langstroth’s Bee Hives, Bee Veils, Uncapping 
Knives, &c., I offer at lowest possible prices. 

Straw Mats,—to fit the top of Langstroth’s hive—the 
manufacture of M. Nevin’s, Cheviot, Hamilton Co., 
O., and well made, at $4.50 per doz. 


UNCAPPING KNIVES. 
As good as any. 


For further particulars, Address, 
1tf CHAS. F. MUTH, Cincinnati, O. 


THE BEE WORLD. 
OUR Bee Journal of the Southern States. Issued 
monthly at $2.00 per year. Sample copies free. 
Address A. F. MOON & Co. Rome, Georgia. 





NORTH AMERICAN 
BEE-KEEPERS’ SOCIETY. 


OFFICERS: Seth Hoagland, Mercer, Pa., President; 
Abner J. Pope, Indianapolis, Secretary; J. S. Hill, 
Mt. Healthy, O., Treasurer; D. L. Adair, Hawesville, 
Ky., Cor. Secretary. With one Vice President in each 
State, Territory and Province. 

The Society will hold its Fourth Annual Session at 
Pittsburgh, Pa., on the second Wednesday, (11th day,) 
of November, 1874. 

The payment of $1.00, annually, entitles to Member- 
ship, and a copy of the Transactions, when published. 





A magnificently Illustrated 


ILLUSTRATED 
JOURNAL, ‘ict base 


ple copy, or 30 cts. for sample Chromo, terms to 
agents, etc. Canvassers Wanted, in every town, 
county & State. Address THOMAS G. NEWMAN, 
Room 27 Tribune Building, Chicago. 





NEW YORK HONEY HOUSE. 


No’s 208, 210 and 212 South Fifth Avenue, Cerner ot 
Grand Street. 

Cash on delivery, paid for Honey. 

lld 8. E. SPAIDs. 





Philip’s Southern Farmer. 


Mentphis, Tenn. 
NLY twe dollars per annum for a Journal devyo- 
ted to agriculture, horticulture. bees, stock and 
poultry. The acknowledged peer ef any monthly in 
the South. Send your address and get a specimen. 
ADVERTISE your stock and poultry in the Farmer. 
Address as above. 1it2x 
ae a ‘ a 4 . a Nad Pl Sane . 
GLASS HONEY JARS. 
1 TH Round Jats HEF BTOGB.o.06sccecesscvcccvccsses $5.50 
te = x 44 TT SEE 804050) ceeas saan enn 7.50 
Corks nig * 7de to 1.00 
43 pt ry 4 Tumblers plain or ribbed per doz.-...40 
Six doz. in a box. Packages each............-.2.-.4. 40 
% y Honey Tumblers plain or ribbed per doz. -.. .5( 
Six doz. ina box. Packages each 45 
43 pt Honey Tumblersy7'in Top, per loz....-.-.+- - 65 
Six Nos. ina box. Packages............. ah stbehesauve 45 
3g pt Honey Tumblers Tin Top, per doz 
Six doz. in a box. Packages 
Also, Window Glass, Lamp Chimneys, and Glass- 
ware of all kinds. For sale by B. L. FAHNESTOCK. 
Late B. L. Fahnestock, Fortune & Co. Glass manu- 
tacturers, 76 Wood St. Pittsburgh, Pa. K 


FOR 50 CENTS 

we will send The Nae 

tional Agriculturist, 

a large, live, 16-page illus- 

Strat family paper, six 

Ze yimonths on trial, or with 

y large first class chromo 

Flowers of Paradise, 15x 

21 inches, for $1.00, and 

extend the time six months 

free to agents sending sub- 

scribers, besides large cash commission or premiums. 

The Bee-Keepers’? Magazine, same _ terms. 

Terms to Agents sent free. Address H. A. KING 

& CO.,. 75 Barclay Street, New York. 
QUINBY’S NEW SMOKER. 

A LL who expect to manage bees successfully, will 

want the best method yet devised of using smoke. 

By putting old rags, rotten wood, or other material in 

a tin cylinder, and working a small bellows with one 

hand, smoke can be directed to any point, in quanti- 

tiesto suit. Price $1.50. Sent by mail $1.60. They 
are now improved by being made without solder. 


Send for circular and price list. ti 
M. QUINBY, St. Johnsville, Montgomery Co. N. Y. 


NEWSPAPERS Through our Club Cheap. 
NEWSPAPERS We furnish all Magazines. 
Leslie’s papers, aged price #, our price $3.40. All 
other papers equally cheap, some cheaper. 
BOOKS ‘An kinds, to members of our club at 
BOOKS 1-5 less than retail price. 

Address for CLUB LIST and BOOK circular: 


E. KRETCHMER & Co. Coburg, Montg’y Co. Iowa. 

















TERMS: STRICTLY CASH IN ADVANCE. 
One Copy One Year 75 Cents, or with Lithograpi: of Apiary, size 12X16, Mailed Free, Postpaid, $1.00, or Litho- 
ph will be sent as a Premium for Two Subscribers at 75 cents each. 
Any person obtaining | aig Subscribers at 75 Cents each, may retain 4 Cents for their trouble. 
“ ve i “ ry . 7 “ oe 


“ “ “ “ 


Ten 
Any number above Ten will be 
Names may be sent at any time during the year, and whenever a club is reached, we will credit 


back the amount _previously sent us in excess of the Club Rates. 


Articles Mentioned on our PRICE LIST may be Secured as 


Please mention when names are intended for Clubs. 
on receipt of money—for any purpose whatever—by return mail. 


the same terms, as we have a 


“ “ 


2.50 “ “ 


sent at the rate of Fifty Cents each. 


In this way any_of_the 


EMIUMS. 


An acknowledgment will be sent in all cases 
Volume I, for 1873 may be counted on 


Large Supply of BACK NUMBERS Provided for new Beginners ! 


As we cannot take the space in future numbers to go over the same ground again, and Volume One 


contains the entire Fundamental Principles and 


Ground Work tor Starting an Apiary. 





